The  Trustees 


<\  Despite  scorching  July  temperatures, 
Boston  press,  conservation  colleagues, 
Trustees'  members,  and  dedicated 
volunteers  assembled  on  Beacon  Hill 
for  the  launch  of  Conserving  Our 
Common  Wealth:  A  Vision  for  the 
Massachusetts  Landscape. 


Executive 
Director  Fred 
Winthrop  (left)  S 
and  Director 
of  Land 

Conservation  » 
Wes  Ward 
(center)  highlight 
regional  land 
conservation 
priorities  in  the 
Northeast  with 
local  reporters 
at  Long  Hill, 
Beverly.  ^ 


SPECIAL  ISSUE 

Landscape  Protection  Plan 
is  Launched! 


A  The  Trustees'  Land  Conservation 

team  relaxes  at  Ashintully  inTyringham 
following  the  Western  regional  press 
conference  /  launch  event.  From  left 
to  right:  Darrell  DeTour,  Wes  Ward, 
Charlie  Wyman,  Chris  Rodstrom, 
Ginny  Slack,  and  Sarah  Cole. 
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A  QUARTERLY  NEWSLETTER 

For  Members  and  Donors  of 
The  Trustees  of  Reservations 


Landscape  Protection  Plan  Offers  Ambitious  Conservation  Vision 


Against  a  backdrop  of  alarming  development  trends — urban  and 
suburban  sprawl,  conversion  of  municipal  and  institutional  open 
space  to  other  uses,  loss  of  agricultural  lands,  and  vacation  home 
development — the  Land  Conservation  Center  of  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations  announced  last  month  an  ambitious  vision  and 
protection  plan  for  the  Massachusetts  landscape  entitled  Conserving 
Our  Common  Wealth:  A  Vision  for  the  Massachusetts  Landscape. 

The  case  for  a  far  more  ambitious  land  conservation  agenda  in 
Massachusetts  is  compelling.  At  the  current  rate,  one-third  of  the 
state's  land  will  be  developed  by  the  year  2010,  four  times  as  much 
as  all  the  land  developed  from  the  Pilgrim  settlement  to  the  year 
1950.  Moreover,  because  development  tends  to  be  so  scattered, 
it  badly  fragments  the  overall  landscape  with  major  impacts  on 
the  environment  and  our  sense  of  place. 

Like  recent  reports  issued  by  The  Nature  Conservancy  and  the 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society,  Conserving  Our  Common  Wealth 
calls  for  expanded  statewide  land  conservation  efforts.  But,  while 
all  three  reports  embrace  the  goal  of  "biological  diversity" 
as  critically  important,  The  Trustees'  plan  argues  for  adopting  a 
much  broader  definition  of  what  makes  a  landscape  worthy  of 
conservation.  Our  vision  embraces  scenic,  historic,  and  ecological 
values  and  asserts  that  land  conservation  in  the  new  millennium 
will  require  a  regionally  focused  approach.  The  report,  therefore, 
urges  the  use  of  strategies  tailored  to  protect  landscapes  that'  define 
the  special  character  of  each  region  of  the  state. 

The  plan  divides  the  state  into  seven  distinct  regions  and 
proposes  specific  priorities  for  each: 


THE  GREATER  BOSTON  AREA: 

■  protection  of  historically  significant  open  space  and  designed 
landscapes,  especially  those  owned  by  religious  and 
educational  institutions  and  by  government  entities 

■  additions  to,  and  connections  between,  urban  open  space 
networks,  including  the  Emerald  Necklace  and  the  Charles 
River  and  Neponset  River  Greenways 

■  support  for  and  partnership  with  the  MDC's  Metropolitan 
Park  System 

■  expansion,  improve- 
ment, and  linkage  of 
greenways  and  scenic 
trail  corridors 

■  support  for  the 
Boston  Harbor 
Islands  National 
Recreation  Area 

SOUTHEAST  MASSACHUSETTS: 

■  lands  along  the  Charles  River  and  its  tributaries  as  well  as 
properties  that  protect  the  quantity  and  quality  of  water 
throughout  the  entire  watershed 

■  scenic  and  ecological  lands  along  river  banks  and  upland 
habitats  in  their  watersheds,  with  an  emphasis  on  the  North 
River  and  Buzzard's  Bay 

■  river  banks  and  upland  habitat  in  the  upper  watershed  of  the 
Taunton  River,  from  Raynham  to  East  Bridgewater 

continued  on  page  3 
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Thoughts  from  the  Executive  Director... 

The  ink  is  barely  dry  on  The  Trustees' 
Landscape  Protection  Plan  and  plaudits 
are  already  pouring  in,  says  I  proudly. 
To  be  totally  honest,  though,  there  have 
been  a  few  raised  eyebrows.  Some  of 
our  readers,  familiar  with  The  Trustees' 
^BR§  long-time  commitment  to  the 

countryside,  have  been  surprised  at  our 
inclusion  of  conservation  priorities  in 
the  Greater  Boston  area.  Why  is  urban 
open  space  important,  we  are  asked, 
when  insatiable  sprawl  continues  to 
gobble  up  farmland,  fragment  habitat,  sever  trails  and 
greenways,  homogenizing  our  once  unique  rural  landscapes? 

Ultimately,  sprawl  will  be  controlled  only  if  people  of  all 
walks  of  life  rediscover  our  cities  as  attractive  places  in  which 
to  live,  bring  up  their  children,  and  make  their  stand  for  a 
healthy  environment.  Charles  Eliot,  founder  of  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations  and  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  (now 
the  MDC),  knew  how  important  open  space  was  to  the  rapidly 
developing  city  of  Boston  in  the  late  19th  century. 

Tragically,  Eliot  died  in  1897  at  the  age  of  38,  before  the 
Metropolitan  Park  System  could  be  fully  realized.  Although 
Eliot's  concept  has  inspired  regional  open  space  networks 
throughout  the  U.S.,  open  space  in  the  Boston  metropolitan  area 
remains  scattered  and  not  well  connected  with  public  pathways 
and  bikeways.  Eliot's  parkways,  meant  to  knit  metropolitan 
parks  and  neighborhoods  together,  accommodate  today's  traffic 
only  at  the  expense  of  the  generous,  green  medians  and  roadsides 
they  were  supposed  to  provide.  Without  a  truly  world-class  open 
space  network,  Boston  will  continue  to  lose  residents  once  they 
can  afford  to  move  to  the  leafy  suburbs.  Until  that  changes,  people 
who  can  do  so  will  choose  the  suburbs  and  exurbs,  and,  in  so  doing, 
will  perpetuate  the  cycle  of  urban  flight  and  suburban  sprawl. 

Thanks  largely  to  Eliot  and  his  colleagues,  there  are  some 
grand  exceptions  to  the  thinness  of  open  space  in  the  metropolitan 
area — the  Blue  Hills,  the  Esplanade  (now  being  extended  to  the 


mouth  of  the  Charles),  the  Middlesex  Fells  (heavily  used  as 
the  only  sizable  country  park  serving  the  northwestern  suburbs), 
the  remarkable  Lynn  Woods,  now  being  rediscovered.  Other 
Massachusetts  city  centers  are  reviving  too;  New  Bedford, 
Lawrence,  Leominster,  Worcester,  and  Springfield  are  some 
examples.  As  every  acre  of  the  Massachusetts  landscape  lies 
within  an  hour's  drive  of  a  city  center,  the  health  and  well-being 
of  urban  and  rural  communities  are  inextricably  intertwined. 

Conserving  Our  Common  Wealth:  A  Vision  for  the 
Massachusetts  Landscape  is  a  statewide  call  to  action,  urging 
the  protection  of  a  broad  spectrum  of  high  quality  open  space 
from  the  Boston  Harbor  Islands  to  the  Berkshires.  We  want  to 
see  "urban  wilds"  and  rural  open  spaces  linked  together  by  a 
network  of  protected  riverways,  greenways,  trails,  and  bikeways. 
We  want  to  see  communities  across  Massachusetts  blessed  with 
their  versions  of  the  Emerald  Necklace,  World's  End,  and  the 
Bay  Circuit.  We  want  to  see  the  last  farm  in  Boston  preserved  as 
well  as  the  irreplaceable  agricultural  tapestry  of  the  Connecticut 
River  Valley,  the  most  fertile  farmland  in  New  England. 

An  impossible  dream?  Only  if  we  think  small  and  act 
timidly,  as  the  paving  and  roofing  of  our  scenic,  historic,  and 
ecological  heritage  continues. 


Frederic  Winthrop 
Executive  Director 


SAVE  THE  DATE  AND  CELEBRATE! 

Join  us  on  Saturday,  October  2,  1999  for  the 
dedication  of  our  newest  reservation, 
Peaked  Mountain  in  Monson! 
Call  978/840-4446  for  more  details. 


The  Trustees 


of  Reservations 

Conserving  the 
Massachusetts  Landscape 
Since  1891 


Founded  in  1891,  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  is  a  member- 
supported  nonprofit  conservation  organization  which  preserves, 
for  public  use  and  enjoyment,  properties  of  exceptional  scenic, 
historic,  and  ecological  value  in  Massachusetts  and  works  to 
protect  special  places  across  the  state.  Today,  The  Trustees 
owns,  manages,  and  interprets  82  reservations  totaling  over 
21,300  acres  of  land,  and  protects  more  than  1 1,700  acres 
through  the  use  of  conservation  restrictions  on  172  parcels 
of  private  land.  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  is  not  an  agency  of 
state  government.  We  rely  for  support  entirely  upon  membership 
dues,  contributions,  grants,  reservation  receipts,  special  events, 
and  endowments. 


Frederic  Winthrop 

Executive  Director 

Sarah  Carothers 

Director  of 
Planned  Giving 

Richard  Howe 

Director  of 

Property  Management 

John  McCrae 

Director  of 

Finance  &  Administration 


For  information  about  becoming  a  member  or  to  request  a  change 
of  address,  please  contact  the  Membership  Office  at  978/524-1858, 
write  to  us  at  the  address  to  the  left,  email  us  at  ttormemb@ttor.org, 
or  visit  our  website  at  www.thetrustees.org. 

Special  Places,  August  1999.  Volume  7,  Issue  Number  3. 
Special  Places  (ISSN  1087-5026)  is  published  quarterly 
and  distributed  to  members  and  donors  of  The  Trustees 
of  Reservations.  Copyright  ©  1999.  All  rights  reserved. 


Ann  Powell 

Director  of 
Development 

Michael  Triff 

Director  of 

Communications  &  Marketing 

Wesley  Ward 

Director  of 

Land  Conservation 


Regional  Directors: 

Thomas  Foster 

Southeast  Region 
781/821-2977 

Christopher  Kennedy 

Islands  Region 
508/693-7662 

Stephen  McMahon 

Western  Region 
413/298-3239 


Wayne  Mitton 

Northeast  Region 
978/356-4351 


We  invite  your  articles, 
photographs,  comments,  and 
suggestions.  Please  send  them  to: 
Special  Places 
Headquarters  •  Long  Hill 
572  Essex  Street 
Beverly,  MA  01915-1530 
Tel  978/921-1944 
Fax  978/921-1948 
Email  cmdept@ttor.org 
www.thetrustees.org 

Please  recycle  this  newsletter  by  passing  it  on  to  a  friend  or  donating  it  to  a  school,  library,  business,  or  wherever  it  might  be  read  with  interest. 


Richard  O'Brien 

Central  Region 
978/840-4446 

Editor 

Michael  Triff 

Designer 

Kate  Wollensak 
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Landscape  Protection  Plan. 


continued  from  front  cover 


working  cranberry  hogs  and  their 
associated  uplands 
important  archaeological  sites 
significant  parcels  of  land  along 
the  Bay  Circuit  Greenway 
and  completing  the  Bay  Circuit 
Trail  from  Sharon  to  Duxbury 


NORTHEAST  MASSACHUSETTS: 

■  remaining  productive  farmland 

■  forest  and  wetland  habitats 

■  natural  habitats  and  scenic  qualities  of  the  Great  Marsh 

■  seaboard  rookeries 
and  coastal  islands 

■  significant  parcels 
along  the  Bay 
Circuit  Greenway 
and  completing  the 
Bay  Circuit  Trail 
from  Billerica  to 
Ipswich  and 
Newbury 

■  scenic  roadsides 


■  lands  that  link  existing  reservations  and  state  lands 
CENTRAL  MASSACHUSETTS: 

■  Tully  Lake  Greenway  and  Trail  in  the  towns  of  Orange 
and  Royalston 

■  forest  land  and  wetland,  secure  trail  links,  and  private  and 
public  open  space  in  the  area  between  the  Quabbin  Reservoir 
and  the  New  Hampshire  border 

■  wildlife  habitat  and  river  frontage  in  the  Quaboag  River 
Watershed  from  Palmer  to  the  Brookfields 

■  publicly  accessible  open  space  in 
and  around  the  population  centers 
of  Worcester,  Leominster,  and 
Fitchburg 

■  agricultural  landscapes  of  the 
Nashoba  region  from  Bolton  and 
Stow  north  to  Groton  and  Shirley 

■  historic  landscapes  throughout  the 
region,  including  the  Lucy  Stone 
birthplace  in  West  Brookfield  and 
landmarks  of  King  Philip's  War  such 
as  The  Trustees'  Redemption  Rock 

■  land  along  relatively  pristine 
shorelines  which  offer  opportunities 
for  fishing,  paddling,  and  sailing, 
and  forested  lands  and  trails  in  the 
historic  Estabrook  Woods  and 
surrounding  areas 

IN  THE  CONNECTICUT  RIVER  VALLEY: 

■  agricultural  landscapes 

■  establishment  of  a  new  reservation  protecting  a  representative 
Valley  landscape,  open  to  the  public,  and  with  significant 
interpretive  interest 


natural  habitats 

along  the 
Connecticut  River, 
its  tributaries, 
and  surrounding 
uplands 
locating  a  land 
protection  specialist 
within  the  region  to 
provide  technical 
assistance  to  local 
trusts,  municipalities, 
and  landowners 


IN  WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS: 

■  extensive  farm  and  forest  landscapes,  especially  those 
surrounding  Field  Farm  and  Mountain  Meadow  Preserve 
in  Williamstown 

■  agricultural  lands  and  hillside  scenery  of  the  Berkshire  Highlands 

■  riparian  lands,  scenic  hilltops  and  their  viewsheds,  and  lands 
with  unique  limestone  geology  in  the  Housatonic  River  watershed 

■  working  agricultural  landscapes,  pre-acquisition  efforts  for  the 
state's  Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction  program, and 
ecologically  sensitive  management  of  agricultural  lands 

■  large  areas  of 


contiguous 
habitat  and 

* 

connections 

among  existing 
reservations  and 

public  lands 
■    forest  lands  and 

farmlands  in  the 
upper  Deerfield 

River  watershed  and  western  Franklin  County 

■  settings  of  cultural  institutions 

■  scenic  and  ecological  values  of  undeveloped  ridgelines  and  hilltops 

CAPE  COD  AND  THE  ISLANDS: 

■  connections  between  protected  landscapes,  especially 
those  near  Long  Point  and  Menemsha  Hills 

■  properties  within  important  viewsheds  and  along  scenic  and 
historic  byways,  including  Route  6A  on  Cape  Cod  and 
North  Road  on  the  Vineyard 

■  lands  critical 
to  the  health 
of  coastal 
salt  and  fresh- 
water ponds 

■  natural 
communities, 
including 
sandplain 
grasslands, 

.    yjf<.-'  iJp.rrufri-r'.'  *'  'rv""r»'H'y.  "  heathlands, 

"*'-  •• '■''*•'        -K  '       iV  and  wetlands 

working  farms,  historically  and  archaeologically  significant 
properties,  and  cultural  landscapes 

continued  on  page  4 
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In  short,  Conserving  Our  Common  Wealth  calls  upon  public 
agencies  and  private  groups  from  across  the  state  to  join  The 
Trustees  in  stepping  up  conservation  efforts  to  protect  1.3  million 
acres  of  our  most  scenic,  historically  important,  and  ecologically  rich 
landscapes,  linking  them  together  into  a  cohesive  network  of 
protected  open  space.  This  will  take  many  years  and  the  work  of 
many  people  to  achieve. 

Towards  this  vision,  over  the  next  ten  years,  The  Trustees  will 
work  to  protect  10,000  acres  of  land,  one-third  of  the  total  amount 
of  land  which  we  have  been  able  to  protect  over  the  last  108  years. 

Our  efforts  will  focus  on  (I)  natural  landscapes,  such  as 
wetland  systems  and  ridge  lines,  and  cultural  or  historic  landscapes, 
such  as  farms  and  country  places;  (2)  landscapes  representative 
of  each  region  of  Massachusetts;  (3)  landscapes  that  serve  urban 
communities;  (4)  landscapes  that  protect  open  space  corridors 
and  connections;  and  (5)  lands  near  our  82  reservations. 

In  the  course  of  developing  our  vision,  more  than  450 
unprotected  sites  across  the  state  were  identified  as  being  worthy 
of  conservation.  Over  the  summer,  the  Land  Conservation  Center 
will  use  the  above-named  priorities  to  select  some  200  sites  from 
this  list  for  which  The  Trustees  is  best  suited  to  lead  a  conservation 
effort.  These  sites  will  form  the  basis  of 
a  confidential  Action  Plan  which  will 
outline  specific  strategies  for  their 
protection.  The  remaining  sites  on  the 
list  will  be  referred  to  the  best-suited 
conservation  organization,  land  trust, 
or  local  or  state  government  agency 
for  consideration. 

Clearly,  The  Trustees 
cannot  achieve  this  vision  alone. 
To  be  successful,  the  entire 
conservation  community  will  need  to 
broaden  public  support  for  conservation  work  in 
general  and  build  effective  cooperative  partnerships.  We  will 
need  to  expand  the  use  of  perpetual  conservation  restrictions, 
undertake  ambitious,  collaborative  acquisition  and  land  management 
projects,  and  find  a  better  way  to  provide  information  and  technical 
assistance  on  projects  to  conservation-minded  landowners  and 
municipalities.  The  goal  we  have  set  is  ambitious,  but  one  which 
must  be  achieved  if  we  are  to  pass  on  the  landscape  legacy  we 
ourselves  have  enjoyed.  £~ 


Conservation  Count! 


THE  PROCESS 

The  comprehensive  vision  of  Conserving  our  Common  Wealth 

was  derived  from  a  series  of  focus  groups,  working  meetings, 
and  site  visits  over  the  past  two  years.  Many  people  contributed 
to  this  vision,  including  professionals  in  the  fields  of  land 
conservation,  historic  preservation,  and  ecology  as  well  as  over 
150  committed  volunteers  across  the  state. The  extent  of  input 
into  the  plan  is  truly  unprecedented  and  the  strong  interest 
which  our  members  across  the  state  have  expressed  bodes  well 
for  an  increased  commitment  to  conservation  in  our  communities. 
Without  the  leadership  of  staff  members  Chris  Rodstrom  and 
Sarah  Cole,  who  together  coordinated  this  major  initiative  for 
The  Trustees,  this  vision  could  not  have  been  realized.  To  request 
a  copy  of  Conserving  Our  Common  Wealth,  call  978/92 1  - 1 944 
or  email  landcons@ttor.org 


Land  Owned: 
Land  Under  CR: 

(As  of  6/30/99) 


82  Reservations 
1 72  Parcels 


Acreage  Protected 
21,387 
I  1,717 
33,104 


Charles  Eliot 


B/"\/^\TVrP  The  Past  Inspires  the  Present 
\J  \JjI\jO  With  Reprint  of  Eliot  Biography 

"In  the  natural  course  of  events," 
wrote  Charles  Eliot's  father  in  the  days 
following  his  son's  death  at  age  38 
from  spinal  meningitis,  "I  should  have 
died  without  ever  appreciating  his 
influence."  So  moved  was  the  father  by 
the  younger  Eliot's  accomplishments,  he 
set  about  to  write  his  son's  biography. 

This  remarkable  book,  first 
published  in  1902,  is  the  lead  volume 
in  the  American  Society  of  Landscape 
Architects  Centennial  Reprint  Series 
from  the  Library  of  American  Landscape  History  and  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  Press,  both  in  Amherst,  MA. 
A  new  introduction  by  Keith  Morgan  of  Boston  University 
puts  Eliot's  story  into  historical  perspective,  revealing  the 
enormity  of  his  vision  over  a  century  ago  and  reminding  us 
of  our  stewardship  responsibilities. 

Morgan's  introduction  speaks  of  Eliot  as  a  writer  and  critic, 
one  of  the  country's  first  landscape  historians,  and  an 
accomplished  designer  and  partner  with  Frederick  Law  Olmsted 
in  the  preeminent  Brookline  firm.  Most  significantly,  however, 
Eliot  was  the  first  landscape  architect  to  conceptualize 
landscapes  as  natural  systems  critical  to  people's  quality  of  life 
and  to  argue  for  their  conservation.  Eliot's  vision  extended 
Olmsted's  to  embrace  an  expansive  set  of  social  concerns  and 
led,  of  course,  to  the  formation  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations. 

This  classic  book  and  Morgan's  contemporary  introduction 
bring  to  life  the  story  of  Eliot's  brilliance,  his  hard  won 
achievements,  and  their  influence  on  today's  conservation 
community.  The  reprinting  of  Charles  Eliot:  Landscape  Architect 
could  not  be  more  timely,  as  we  announce  an  ambitious  vision 
for  the  future  protection  of  the  Massachusetts  landscape. 

Current  members  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  who  order 

the  book  directly  from  UMass  Press  will  receive  a  20% 

discount  off  the  cover  price  of  $50.  Provide  membership 

number  and  expiration  date  at  the  time  of  ordering. 

Fax:  1-800-488-1  144.  Phone:  I -4 1 3-545-22 1 9. 

Email:  orders@umpress.umass.edu. 

Online:  www.umass.edu/umpress/salesord.html. 

Add  $4  for  postage  and  packaging.  936  pages.  I  10 

illustrations. Two  fold-out  maps.  ISBN  1-55849-212-7. 

September  1999.  $f 
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A  major  priority  of  our  landscape  protection  plan,  Conserving  Our 
Common  Wealth  (see  cover  story),  is  that  of  protecting  parcels  of 
land  which  can  create  new  or  connect  existing  networks  of  open 
space.  Already,  many  of  our  reservations  provide  critical  links  in 
trail  networks  around  the  state.  Here  are  a  few  examples.  Of 
these,  only  the  Appalachian  Trail  has  been  fully  protected.  Now  is 
a  great  time  of  year  to  hike  these  trails,  learn  how  they  have  been 
assembled,  and  appreciate  the  way  in  which  they  are  maintained 
and  managed. 

The  Bay  Circuit  Trail 

While  perhaps  the  most  talked-about  trail  in  Massachusetts,  the 
200-mile  Bay  Circuit  Trail  is,  in  fact,  among  the  state's  newest 
trails;  it  is  still  in  the  process  of  being  created.  Approximately 
two-thirds  of  the  trail  has  been  dedicated  to  date,  spanning  some 
30  towns  and  cities.  When  complete,  it  will  link,  in  the  form  of  an 
arc  around  Boston,  close  to  80  parks,  open  spaces,  and  waterways 
from  Ipswich  and  Newbury  on  the  North  Shore  to  Kingston  and 
Duxbury  on  the  South  Shore. 

The  concept  of  the  Bay  Circuit  Trail  was  first  proposed  in 
1929  by  Henry  M.  Channing  and  Charles  Eliot  II  (both  of  The 
Trustees  of  Reservations)  as  a  kind-of  outer  "emerald  necklace" 
to  complement  Olmsted's  19th  century  greenway  of  urban  parks 
and  open  spaces  in  Metropolitan  Boston.  In  1956,  the  Bay  Circuit 
Program  was  enacted  by  the  Massachusetts  legislature.  Since  then, 
groups  of  all  kinds  have  joined  together  to  complete  the  greenway. 

The  Bay  Circuit  Alliance  was  founded  in  1990  to  serve  as  a 
catalyst  to  make  the  Bay  Circuit  dream  come  true.  It  has  so  far 

brought  six  regional,  four 
statewide,  and  more  than  25 
local  organizations  plus  many 
interested  individuals  together 
in  partnerships  to  complete 
the  Bay  Circuit  Trail  and 
Greenway. 

Rocky  Narrows  in 
Sherborn,  Noon  Hill  in 
Medfield,  Ward  Reservation  in 
Andover  and  North  Andover, 
Old  Town  Hill  in  Newbury, 
Appleton  Farms  and  Appleton 
Farms  Grass  Rides  in  Hamilton 
and  Ipswich,  and  Castle  Hill 
and  Crane  Beach  in  Ipswich 
are  links  in  the  Bay  Circuit 
Trail.  On-line  information: 
http://www.serve.com/baycircuit 


Ward  Reservation,  Andover  &  North 
Andover. 


The  Mid-State  Trail 

The  Mid-State  Trail  is  a  rambling,  92-mile  trail  that  stretches  from 
Rhode  Island  to  New  Hampshire,  meandering  through  woodlands, 
fields,  hills,  and  farms  across  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts. 
The  Mid-State  Trail  was  originally  established  in  the  1920s  when 
it  ran  from  Mt.  Watatic  to  Mt.  Wachusett.  In  1972,  an  extension 
to  Rhode  Island  was  proposed,  and  the  entire  trail  was  completed 
and  dedicated  in  1985. 


The  Mid-State  Trail  Committee  of  the  Worcester  Chapter  of 
the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  maintains  the  trail  and  publishes 
a  trail  guide  with  maps  that  can  be  obtained  at  many  outdoor 
outfitters.  They  also  offer  a  series  of  short  hikes  throughout 
the  spring,  summer,  and  fall  as  well  as  a  long-distance  hike  of 
the  entire  trail. 

Redemption  Rock  in  Princeton  is  a  link  in  the  Mid-State  Trail. 
For  more  information,  call  978/797-9744. 

The  Appalachian  Trail 

The  Appalachian  Trail  runs  for  2,158-mile  along  ridges  and  major 
valleys  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains  from  Mt.  Katahdin  in  the 
central  Maine  wilderness  to  Springer  Mountain  in  north  Georgia. 
Ambitious  hikers  endeavoring  to  hike  the  entire  trail  generally 
start  in  Georgia  in  early  spring  and  hike  the  entire  length  over 
the  course  of  5  to  6  months.  However,  many  others  use  sections 
of  the  trail  for  day  hikes  and  weekend  getaways. 


Ty r i ng h a m  C_ob b I e^Ty r in^ha rrv 


The  concept  for  the  Appalachian  Trail  was  initiated  by  Benton 
MacKaye  in  1921  and  completed  in  1937.  More  than  98%  of  the 
Trail  is  on  public  land.  Under  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the 
National  Park  Service,  the  Trail  is  managed  by  volunteers  in  32 
local  clubs  of  the  Appalachian  Trail  Conference.  In  Massachusetts 
the  Trail  traverses  Berkshire  County  from  Sheffield  in  the  south 
to  Williamstown  in  the  north. 

Tyringham  Cobble  inTyringham  is  a  link  in  the  Appalachian 
Trail.  On-line  information:  http://www.atconf.org  or 
http://www.nps.gov/aptr 

The  Metacomet-Mondanock  Trail 

The  Metacomet  Monadnock  (M-M)  Trail  is  a  117-mile  trail  along 
the  ridge  of  the  Holyoke  Range  beginning  in  Rising  Corner, 
Connecticut  on  the  Connecticut/Massachusetts  state  line  and 
ending  on  the  summit  of  Mt.  Monadnock  in  New  Hampshire. 

The  M-M  trail  was  originally  the  1950s  brainchild  of  Walter 
M.  Banfield  and  has  been  evolving  ever  since.  It  passes  through 
some  of  the  prettiest  landscape  in  Western  Massachusetts, 
including  the  Mt.  Tom  State  Reservation  and  Skinner  State  Park. 

It  is  maintained  by  the  Berkshire  Chapter  of  the  Appalachian 
Mountain  Club  with  the  help  of  numerous  volunteers.  A  guide- 
book, now  in  its  ninth  edition,  is  available  from  New  England 
Cartographic. 

Section  19  of  the  M-M  Trail  crosses  Royalston  Falls  in 
Royalston.  On-line  information: 

http://people.ne.mediaone.net/hiker6/index.html  &~ 
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A  Listing  of  Updated  and  Newly  Scheduled  Fall  Events 


CENTRAL  REGION 


SUN,  SEPT  5-12  noon  to  5  p.m. 
4th  Annual  Old-Fashioned  Melon  Party 

The  Old  Manse,  Concord  978/369-3909 

Come  for  19th  century  outdoor  games  and  activities  (including  croquet  and 
kite-making),  tours  of  the  house  and  landscape;  and,  of  course,  savory  melons! 
Memhers:  adult  $5;  senior  &  full-time  student  $3.75;  child  (6-12)  $2.50. 
Non-members:  adult  $10;  senior  &  full-time  student  $7.50;  child  (6-12)  $5. 

FRI,  OCT  22  and  SAT,  OCT  23-6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 
An  Old  Manse  Mystery 

The  Old  Manse,  Concord  978/369-3909 

Join  us  for  Old  Manse  murder  mayhem.  Playing  a  G.K.  Chesterton-inspired 
Victorian  parlor  game,  you're  the  detective  looking  for  "body  parts"  with 
clues  in  rhyming  couplets.  Locate  the  historic  "corpse."  All  the  dearly 
departed  had  some  connection  to  The  Old  Manse.  Mysteries  begin  every 
20  minutes.  Members:  adult  $5,  child  (6-12)  $2.50.  Non-members:  adult 
$10,  child  (6-12)  $5. 


ISLANDS  REGION 


SAT,  SEPT  4-10  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 
Marsh  Madness:  A  Salt  Marsh  Adventure 

Cape  Poge,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/693-7662 

Join  us  for  a  2'/2  hour  kayak  exploration  of  life  on  the  marsh  at  Poucha 
Pond  and  surrounding  wetlands.  Members:  $25.  Non-members:  $30. 
All  children  (15  &  under)  $15. 

SAT,  OCT  9  -  7:30  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m. 
Menemsha  Hills  Moon 

Menemsha  Hills,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/693-7662 

Explore  your  nocturnal  side  and  hike  Menemsha  Hills  under  a  full  moon. 

Members:  adult  $3,  child  $1.  Non-members:  adult  $5,  child  $2. 

SAT,  NOV  13-10  a.m.  to  I  p.m. 
Cape  Poge  Winter 

Cape  Poge  Wildlife  Refuge,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/693-7662 
Ever  wonder  what  happens  at  Cape  Poge  in  winter?  Bundle  up  and  find  out. 
Take  a  oversand  vehicle  tour  across  Chappy's  remote  sands  to  Cape  Poge 
Lighthouse.  Members:  $27.  Non-members:  $30.  All  children  (15  &  under)  $15. 

Tours  offered  on  Martha's  Vineyard  through  Columbus  Day  weekend: 
Lighthouse  Tour  -  10  a.m.  &  I  p.m. 

Cape  Poge  Wildlife  Refuge,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/627-3599 

Travel  by  oversand  vehicle  to  the  remote  and  historic  Cape  Poge 

Lighthouse.  Learn  the  fascinating  history  and  stories  of  its  keepers. 

Adult:  $12.  Child  (15  &  under):  $6. 

Natural  History  Tour  -  8:30  a.m.  &  3  p.m. 

Cape  Poge  Wildlife  Refuge,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/627-3599 

Travel  by  oversand  vehicle  to  Cape  Poge  Lighthouse  on  this  2'/2  hour 

tour.  Learn  of  rare  shorebirds,  hawks,  and  wildflowers  while  spotting 

hundreds  of  migrating  shorebirds.  Members:  adult  $27,  child  (15  & 

under)  $15.  Non-members:  adult  $30,  child  $15. 

Wildlife  Canoe  Tour  -  8:30  a.m.  &  3  p.m. 

Wasque,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/627-3599 

Explore  by  canoe  Chappaquiddick's  Poucha  Pond,  the  Island's  largest 
expanse  of  tidewater,  on  this  2V2  hour  tour.  Members:  adult  $27,  child 
(15  &  under)  $15.  Non-members:  adult  $30,  child  (15  &  under)  $15. 
Fishing  Discovery  Tour  -  8:30  a.m.  &  1:30  p.m. 

Wasque  &  Cape  Poge  Wildlife  Refuge,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/627-3599 
Travel  by  oversand  vehicle  to  Wasque  Point's  and  Cape  Poge's  legendary 
fishing  beaches  on  this  4-hour  tour.  Members  only:  adult  $50,  child  (15 
&  under)  $25. 


THROUGH  SEPTEMBER  -    9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  daily 
Poucha  Pond  Self-Guided  Discovery  Tour 

Wasque,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/627-3599 

Paddle  Poucha  Pond  by  canoe  or  kayak.  Become  your  own  naturalist. 
Follow  a  map  highlighting  the  grasslands  restoration  project  at  Wasque, 
beautiful  salt  marshes,  and  osprey  nests.  Members  only:  $25  per 
canoe/kayak  for  4  hours  or  $35  for  8  hours. 

THROUGH  SEPTEMBER  5  -  Wed  through  Sun  8:30  a.m.  &  3  p.m. 
Long  Point  Wildlife  Tour 

Long  Point  Wildlife  Refuge,  Martha's  Vineyard  508/693-7392 
Canoe  Tisbury  Great  Pond  while  learning  about  local  ecology  and  Long 
Point's  natural  history.  Enjoy  the  Refuge's  spectacular  sandplains  and 
observe  marine  life  and  shorebirds.  Members:  adult  $27,  child  (15  & 
under)  $15.  Non-members:  adult  $30,  child  $15. 

THROUGH  COLUMBUS  DAY  WEEKEND 

Daily  9:30  a.m.  &  2:30  p.m. 

Great  Point  Natural  History  Tours 

Coskata-Coatue  Wildlife  Refuge,  Nantucket  508/228-6799 
Travel  by  oversand  vehicle  to  Great  Point  Lighthouse  and  observe 
migrating  shorebirds.  Enjoy  Coskata's  vast  saltmarsh  and  heathlands, 
red  cedar  forest,  and  beach  wildflowers.  Members:  adult  $27, 
child  (15  &  under)  $15.  Non-members:  adult  $30,  child  $15. 


NORTHEAST  REGION 


LONG  HILL  HORTICULTURAL  LECTURE  &  WORKSHOP  SERIES 

Long  Hill,  Beverly  978/921-1944 

Lectures  and  workshops  begin  at  10  a.m.  with  coffee  and  doughnuts 
served  from  9:45  A.M.  Please  call  for  details  and  registration. 

Tues,  Sept  14  Hellebores  and  Companion  Planting 

Tues,  Sept  21  Starting  Seeds 

Tues,  Sept  28  Trees  and  Shrubs  for  the  Winter  Garden 

Tues,  Oct  12  Propagation  of  Hardwood  Cuttings 

Tues,  Oct  19  The  Romance  of  English  Garden  Ornaments 

MISERY  ISLANDS  TOURS 

Misery  Islands,  Salem  Bay  978/741-1900 

Misery  Islands  offer  a  haven  for  relaxation  and  picnics.  Daily  passenger 
service  offered  by  Sun  Line  Cruises  from  the  pier  at  Salem  Willows  Park 
in  Salem.  Call  for  a  schedule  or  to  make  reservations.  Members:  adult 
$10,  child  $7.50.  Non-members:  adult  $12,  child  $8. 

SUN,  SEPT  19  -  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Concours  d'Elegance 

Castle  Hill,  The  Crane  Estate,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
See  page  11  for  details. 

SUN,  SEPT  21  -  7:30  p.m. 

Castle  Hill  50th  Anniversary  Lecture 

Castle  Hill,  The  Crane  Estate,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 

See  page  15  of  Spring  1999  issue  of  Special  Places  or  call  for  details. 

GREAT  HOUSE  TEAS  &  TOURS  -  seatings  at  2  p.m.  &  4  p.m. 

The  Great  House,  Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
Each  theme  tea  includes  a  guided  house  tour  an  hour  before  seating. 
Members:  $14.  Non-members:  $16.  Seating  is  limited.  Reservations  are 
required.  Tables  seat  up  to  5  guests  (combining  parties  may  be  necessary 
to  utilize  available  space). 

Wed,  Sept  22  &  Thurs,  Sept  23  The  Roaring  20s! 

Wed,  Oct  6  &  Thurs,  Oct  7  Autumnal  Tea 


THROUGH  OCT  7  -  WED  AND  THURS  -  I  0  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Guided  Tours  of  The  Great  House  at  Castle  Hill 
MON,  OCT  I  I  (COLUMBUS  DAY)  -  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Special  Great  House  Fall  Foliage  Tours 

The  Great  House,  Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
Tour  this  spectacular  59-room  Stuart-style  mansion  on  the  ocean. 
Members:  FREE.  Non-members:  adult  $7,  child  (12  &  under)  and 
senior  $5.  Tickets  available  only  at  the  gate.  Tours  on  the  hour.  Last 
tour  departs  4  P.M.  No  tours  September  15. 

THROUGH  COLUMBUS  DAY  -  Daily  I  0  a.m.  &  2  p.m. 
Crane  Islands  Tours 

Crane  Wildlife  Refuge,  Ipswich  &  Essex 

Experience  the  beauty  and  tranquility  of  the  680-acre  Crane  Wildlife  Refuge 
on  this  1  ll2  hour  boat  and  tractor-drawn  wagon  tour.  For  reservations,  call 
978/356-4351  weekdays  from  9  A.M.  to  5  p.m.  Members:  adult  $10,  child 
(12  &  under)  $3.  Non-members:  adult  $12,  child  (12  &  under)  $5. 


SOUTHEAST  REGION 


THROUGHOUT  THE  FALL  AT  WORLD'S  END 

World's  End,  Hingham  781/821-2977 

Members  &  children  under  12:  FREE.  Non-members:  adult  $4.  Meet  at 
the  Ranger  Station. 

TUESDAYS  &  THURSDAYS  -  8:30  a.m. 
Informal  Walking  Group 

Meet  old  and  new  friends  while  getting  your  exercise  and  having  fun! 
SATURDAYS  -  7  a.m. 
Informal  Bird  Walks 

Join  other  interested  birdwatchers  for  a  walk  around  World's  End. 

SAT,  SEPT  25  -  I  0  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
Charles  River  Canoe  /  Kayak  Trip 

Rocky  Narrows,  Sherborn  508/359-7815 

Arrive  by  canoe  and  visit  Rocky  Narrows  for  a  guided  hike  and  picnic 
lunch.  Bring  your  canoe  or  kayak,  life  jackets,  warm  clothes,  and  picnic 
lunch.  Limited  to  10  canoes.  Some  canoes  available  for  rental.  Meet  at 
Route  27  bridge  across  the  Charles  River  in  Medfield.  Pre-register  with 
Bob  Costello  at  number  listed  above.  FREE  to  all. 

SUN,  SEPT  26  -  I  p.m. 
Second  Day  Cancellation  Event 

World's  End,  Hingham  781/821-2977 

Join  us  for  the  unveiling  of  the  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  postage  stamp  and 
learn  about  this  famous  landscape  architect  and  his  participation  in  the  design 
of  World's  End.  Collectible  envelopes,  hand  cancelled  by  postal  employees,  can 
be  purchased  with  proceeds  to  benefit  The  Trustees.  Jointly  sponsored  by  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service  and  National  Park  Service.  Light  refreshments  served.  Meet  at 
Planter's  Hill.  Members  and  children  under  12:  FREE.  Non-members:  adult  $4. 

SATS,  OCT  9  &  OCT  1 6    -8  a.m. 
World's  End  Morning  Bird  Walks 

World's  End,  Hingham  781/821-2977 

Hawk  migration  will  be  the  focus  of  these  walks  with  experienced  birder 
Helen  Harris  Cross.  Meet  at  Ranger  Station.  Members  and  children 
under  12:  FREE.  Non-members:  adult  $4. 

SAT,  NOV  6-9  a.m. 

Natural  and  Cultural  History  Tour 

Lowell  Holly,  Mashpee  &  Sandwich  508/539-1400,  x540 
Join  a  naturalist  for  a  hike  on  Conaumet  Neck  at  Mashpee/Wakeby  Pond. 
Meet  at  the  parking  lot  on  South  Sandwich  Road.  Jointly  sponsored  by 
The  Trustees  and  the  Mashpee  Conservation  Commission.  FREE  to  all. 

SAT,  NOV  27    -  I  I  a.m.  to  I  p.m. 
After  Thanksgiving  Walk  at  World's  End 

World's  End,  Hingham  781/821-2977 

Bring  family  and  friends  for  a  brisk  walk  after  Thursday's  feast  and 
Friday's  leftovers.  We'll  be  on  the  lookout  for  elusive  wild  turkeys. 
Meet  at  the  Ranger  Station.  Members  and  children  under  12:  FREE. 
Non-members:  adult  $4. 


WESTERN  REGION 


SUNDAYS,  SEPT  5  &  I  9,  OCT  3  &  I  7  -  II  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
Hawks:  Field  Identification 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  Sheffield  413/229-8600 

Atop  Hurlburt's  1  lill,  you  will  be  introduced  to  the  amazing  life  histories 
of  hawks  and  guided  in  field  identification.  Dress  warmly  and  bring  a 
snack.  Members:  FREE.  Non-members:  adult  $5,  child  (6-12)  $1. 

WED,  SEPT  8-7  p.m. 

Reading  the  Woods:  Interpreting  the  History 
of  Monument  Mountain 

Location  to  be  announced.  Please  call  413/298-3239  for  details. 
Local  Historian  Bernard  Drew  presents  a  slide  show  on  the  history  of 
Monument  Mountain  and  how  the  woods  tell  its  story.  Refreshments 
to  follow.  FREE  to  all. 

FRI,  SEPT  I  7  -  7  p.m.  and  SAT,  SEPT  I  8  -  1 0  A.M.  to  2  p.m. 
Hawk  Workshop 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  Sheffield  413/229-8600 

In  this  two-day  workshop,  we  begin  with  an  evening  slide  presentation 
on  identification  followed  by  a  day  in  the  field.  Hurlburt's  Hill  is  one  of 
the  best  places  in  the  state  to  observe  hawk  migration.  Dress  warmly  and 
bring  a  snack.  Members:  adult  $15,  child  (10-14)  $8.  Non-members: 
adult  $20,  child  (10-14)  $10. 

SAT,  SEPT  25  -  I  I  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
Monument  Mountain  Centennial  Celebration 

Monument  Mountain,  Great  Barrington  413/298-3239 
Celebrate  100  years  of  stewardship  of  Monument  Mountain  with  The 
Trustees!  Festivities  will  include  music,  food,  and  a  hike  to  the  summit.  FREE 
to  all.  Call  for  more  information  about  our  centennial  events. 

SUN,  OCT  3  -  I  to  3  p.m. 
What's  on  the  Other  Side? 

Chesterfield  Gorge,  Chesterfield  413/684-0148 

We'll  answer  this  question  oft-asked  of  Gorge  rangers  and,  along  the 
way,  investigate  both  the  natural  and  cultural  histories  of  Chesterfield 
Gorge.  Bring  water,  snack,  and  come  prepared  for  a  moderately 
strenuous  hike.  Meet  at  the  parking  lot.  Members  and  children  (6-12): 
FREE.  Non-members:  adult  $3.  Fee  includes  one  day  pass. 

OCTOBER  22  through  26 

Following  Birds  South:  Exploring  the  Mid-Atlantic  Coast 

See  page  10  of  Spring  1999  issue  of  Special  Places  or  call  Western 
Regional  Ecologist  Don  Reid  for  more  details,  413/229-8600. 

SATURDAYS,  OCT  23  &  NOV  13  -  8  to  10  p.m. 
Owl  Prowl  Night  Hike 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  Sheffield  413/229-8600 

Venture  into  the  evening  forest  to  listen  and  learn  about  night  sounds. 
Great  Horned  Owls  are  courting  this  time  of  year.  Dress  warmly. 
Members:  adult  $3,  child  (6-12)  $1.  Non-members:  adult  $6,  child  (6-12)  $2. 

FRI,  OCT  29-7  p.m.  and  SAT,  OCT  30-10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
Waterfowl  Workshop 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  Sheffield  413/229-8600 
Learn  identification  and  life  histories  of  local  migrating  waterfowl 
species.  We  begin  with  an  evening  slide  presentation  on  identification 
and  life  histories  followed,  on  Saturday,  by  identification  in  the  field. 
Dress  warmly  and  bring  a  snack.  Some  car-pooling  may  be  necessary. 
Members:  adult  $15,  child  (10-14)  $8.  Non-members:  adult  $20,  child 
(10-14)  $10. 

SAT,  NOV  7-10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

2nd  Annual  Northwest  Connecticut  Waterfowl  Census 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  Sheffield  413/229-8600 

Help  gather  data  in  northwestern  Connecticut  on  migratory  waterfowl 
for  Pittsfield's  Hoffman  Bird  Club;  a  great  opportunity  to  learn  all  about 
waterfowl.  Call  for  more  information.  FREE  to  all. 
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News  &  Shorts  of  All  Sorts 


Welcome  to  New  Trustees 
Staff  Members! 

Suzan  Bellincampi,  Interpretation  & 

Education  Coordinator,  Islands  Region 
Dennis  Camp,  Superintendent,  The  Eleanor 

Cabot  Bradley  Reservation 
Sarah  Carothers,  Director  of 

Planned  Giving  {see  page  1  1 ) 
John  Dziegiel,  Maintenance  Technician, 

Windsor  Management  Unit 
David  Ford,  Maintenance  Foreman, 

Andover/N.Andover  Management  Unit 
David  Packard,  Maintenance  Technician, 

Windsor  Management  Unit 
Bill  Paige,  Carpenter,  Northeast  Region 
Jim  Younger,  Buildings  &  Structures 

Manager,  Northeast  Region 


Treasure  Hunt  Offers  New  Way  to  Explore  Turkey  Hill 

Children  will  enjoy  a  new  treasure  hunt-like  and  guest  book.  Children  can  stamp  their 
"Quest"  for  walkers  containing  clues  to  the         booklet  and  sign  the  guest  book;  serious 


natural  wonders  of  Turkey  Hill,  the 
dramatic  5-acre  hilltop  located  at 
the  northern  edge  of  Whitney  & 
Thayer  Woods  in  Hingham  & 
Cohasset.  Clues  lead  to  a  series  of 
hidden  alphabet  letters  placed  in 
the  landscape. These  are  recorded  in 
a  log  as  they  are  found.  By  the  end,  the 
letters  are  unscrambled  to  form  a  word 
indicating  where  the  treasure  box  can  be 
found.  It  contains  a  rubber  stamp,  ink  pad, 


"Questers"  have  their  own 

personalized  rubber  stamp  made 
^^Sg^.  \  for  signing!  Quest  booklets  with 
maps  and  clues  for  several  south 
shore  properties  are  created  by 
the  South  Shore  Quest 
Committee,  an  innovative  volunteer 
organization  devoted  to  helping  the 
public  explore  the  sciences,  wildlife,  and 
natural  history  of  the  outdoors.  For  more 
information,  call  781/749-3400. 


Trustees  staffers  achieved  a  third 
place  finish  in  the  annual  Run  of 
The  Charles  canoe  race  sponsored 
by  the  Charles  River  Watershed 
Association.  Wait 'til  next  year! 


The  new  Conservation  Council  kicked  off  its 

inaugural  year  with  a  day  out  at  historic  Appleton  Farms 
in  Ipswich  &  Hamilton.  Council  members  and  their  friends 
and  families  enjoyed  walking 
tours  and  hayrides.  During  the 
late  summer  and  fall,  Council 
members  will  take  a  challenging 
5-hour  kayaking  tour  of  the 
Crane  Wildlife  Refuge  with  Essex 
River  Basin  Adventures  as  well 
as  hike  Peaked  Mountain  and 
tour  Rock  House  Reservation. 
For  more  information,  call 

978/524-1880  or  visit  our  web  site  at  www.thetrustees.org. 


Surf's  up!  Executive  Director,  Fred  Winthrop,  does 
some  "surfing"  of  the  high  tech  kind  on  The  Trustees' 
new  web  site  —  www.thetrustees.org.  Use  this 
web  site  to  search  for  a  reservation  to  visit,  learn 
about  our  origins,  mission,  and  milestones,  keep 
current  on  conservation  projects  and  stewardship 
programs,  or  sign-up  as  a  volunteer.The  site  also 
provides  information  about  events  and  programs, 
Trustees-owned  and  operated  B&Bs,  and  private 
function  rentals.  In  the  fall, Trustees  members  will  be 
able  to  enjoy  special  on-line  benefits  through  the  "Members  Only"  section  off  the  home  page 
of  the  web  site. The  password  required  to  access  this  feature  will  be  published  in  each  issue 
of  Special  Places — starting  with  our  fall  issue — at  the  bottom  of  page  2. 
NOTE:  To  use  the  web  site,  you  will  need  current  versions  of  browsers  Netscape  Navigator,  Internet 
Explorer,  etc.  For  best  viewing,  set  your  monitor  to  800x600  pixels. 


Volunteers  Work 
on  Trails  at 
Menemsha  Hills 

As  reported  in  our  last 
newsletter,  high  school 
students  participating  in 
the  Landmark  Volunteers 
Program  enjoyed  two 
weeks  working  on  trail 
improvements  at 
Menemsha  Hills  on  Martha's  Vineyard.  They  stayed  at  nearby 
Long  Point  Wildlife  Refuge  in  platform  tents.  Many  thanks! 


New  Interpretive  Guide 
to  Rock  House 
Reservation 

Thanks  to  a  generous  grant 
from  the  J.  Irving  England  and 
Jane  L.  England  Charitable 
Trust,  The  Trustees  has  just 
published  a  new  interpretive 
guide  on  the  natural  history 
of  the  Rock  House  Reservation  in 
West  Brookfield.  Take  a  walking  tour  of  the 

reservation  with  this  guide  in  hand. 
Study  the  reservation's  second-growth 
forest,  massive  rock  formations, 
aquatic  plant  life,  and  resident  birds, 
reptiles,  and  mammals.  Learn  about 
how  Native  Americans  used  it  as  a 
winter  campground  and  how  the 
landscape  was  a  popular  picnic  stop 
along  the  early  20th  century  electric 
trolly  line  known  as  the  Copper  Line 
(because  of  its  five-penny  fare!).  To 
purchase  a  copy  of  this  interpretive 
guide,  call  978/921-1944  or  use  our 
on-line  mail  order  form  in  the  "Going 
Places"  section  of  our  web  site — 
www.thetrustees.org.  Price:  $4.50. 
Layout  by  Ingrid  Mach  of  Atomic  Design. 
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CASTLE  HILL 

Concours  d'Elcgancc 


BMW  presents  the  fifth  animal 
l  astli-  Hill  Concours  d'Elegance  on 
Sunday,  September  19  from  9  A.M. 
to  3  P.M.  at  Castle  Hill  on  the 
Crane  Estate.  This  major  exhibition 
of  classic  cars,  vintage  sports  cars, 
and  racing  cars  will  feature  a 
special  display  commemorating  the 

year  1949,  the  post-war  renaissance 
of  American  automotive  design. 
Visitors  will  also  enjoy  an 
exhibition  of  Automotive  Art  as 
well  as  music  by  the  Blue  Horizon 
Jazz  Band.  Refreshments  are 
available  or  bring  a  picnic  lunch. 
Admission:  adult  $20,  child  (under 
12)  $10.  All  proceeds  support  the 
work  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations. 
For  more  information,  visit  our 
web  site  at  www.thetrustees.org. 

Given  the  increasing  popularity 
of  this  event,  off-site  parking  and 
free  shuttle  service  will  be  provided  to  improve  traffic  flow  and 
expedite  the  arrival  and  departure  of  visitors.  Please  allow 
additional  time  for  parking  and  shuttle  service  transport. 


Castle  Hill's  Grand  Allee; 
the  perfect  backdrop  for 
Concours  classic  cars. 


F 


Miriam  "Mim"  Kassen 
Celebrates  25th  Year  as 
Mission  House  Tour  Guide 

The  year  was  1946 — Miriam  "Mim" 
Kassen's  rookie  year  as  a  tour  guide 
for  the  Stockbridge  Mission  House 
Association  (SMHA).  Two  years 

later,  when  the  Mission  House  was  given  to  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations  by  SMHA,  Mim  continued  as  a  tour  guide.  This 
year  marks  the  25th  season  since  1946  during  which  she  has 
lead  visitors  around  this  National  Historic  Landmark.  She  has 
given  tours  to  Native  American  descendents  of  the  Konkapot 
and  Umpachenee,  descendents  of  John  and  Abigail  Sergeant, 
Senator  Edward  Kennedy  and  his  family,  and  former 
Governor  Michael  Dukakis. 

In  her  own  words,  "What  is  most  rewarding  about  being 
a  tour  guide  here  is  the  joy  of  interpreting  the  Mission  House 
and  its  priceless  collection  to  people  who  arrive  perhaps  only 
mildly  interested,  but  leave  with  a  glow  of  genuine  enthusiasm, 
appreciation,  and  respect  for  this  place.  Also  fun  are  the 
knowledgeable  antique  lovers  and  experts,  ooh-ing  and  aah-ing 
their  way  through  the  house  while  I  just  keep  quiet  and  learn! 
Particularly  memorable  was  a  man  who  wanted  to  hug  several 
pieces  of  furniture  because  they  were  so  special!  It's  been 
stimulating  and  heart-warming  to  connect  with  people  from 
all  over  the  world  and  to  have  the  privilege  of  doing  so  in 
such  a  precious  environment  as  provided  by  Mabel  Choate 
and  The  Trustees."  &~ 


The 
Semper 
Virens 
Society 


As  the  new  Director  of  Planned 
Giving,  I  want  to  introduce 
myself  and  share  a  few  thoughts 
about  The  Trustees  and  the 
importance  of  planned  gifts  and 
The  Semper  Virens  Society  in 
ensuring  the  future  of  "Special 
Places"  throughout  Massachusetts. 

Last  spring,  I  joined  the 
staff  of  The  Trustees  where 
I  have  been  a  member  and 
volunteer  for  many  years.  My 
career  experiences  as  a  develop- 
ment officer  and  private  banker 
give  me  the  technical  skills  for 


planned  giving.  More  impor- 
tantly, they  provide  an 
opportunity  to  know  many 
generous  individuals  who  have 
thoughtfully  and  carefully  made 
a  difference  through  private 
philanthropy. 

Planned  giving  enables  a 
donor  to  secure  the  future 
stewardship  of  a  favorite  reser- 
vation, endow  his  or  her  annual 
support,  or  donate  a  larger  amount 
than  could  be  accomplished 
through  a  current  gift. 

The  Semper  Virens  Society 
was  created  largely  through  the 
efforts  of  my  predecessor,  Eloise 
Hodges,  to  recognize  those  friends 
who  remember  The  Trustees 
through  a  bequest  or  life  income 
arrangement.  Under  her  leader- 
ship, the  Society  has  grown  to 
more  than  110  members. 

In  the  coming  months, 
I  look  forward  to  meeting 
Semper  Virens  members  and 
to  assisting  prospective  new 
members  realize  their 
philanthropic  goals.  I  invite  you 
to  contact  me  via  telephone, 
letter,  or  email. 


Please  let  us  know 

Ul  I  would  like  information  on  how  to  include  The  Trustees  in 
my  will  or  make  other  kinds  of  provisions  in  my  estate  plan. 

L)  I  would  like  information  on  making  a  gift  that  provides  me 
or  another  individual  with  income  for  life. 

G  I  have  remembered  The  Trustees  in  my  estate  plan.  In 
recognition  of  my  planned  gift,  please  make  me  a  member 
of  The  Semper  Virens  Society,  which  means  'forever  green'. 

Mr.  Mrs. 
Ms.  Miss 


First 

Middle  Initial 

Last 

Address 

City  /  Town 
t  ) 

State 

Zip  Code 

Telephone 


Please  fill  out  and  return  this  form  to: 
Sarah  Carothers,  Director  of  Planned  Giving 
The  Trustees  of  Reservations 
572  Essex  Street,  Beverly,  MA  0  I  9 1  5- 1  530 
Tel  978/524-1876    Email  scarothers@ttor.org 


The  Trustees 


of  Reservations 


Headquarters 

Long  Hill 

572  Essex  Street 

Beverly,  MA  01915-1530 
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Address  service  requested 


In  July,  our  membership 
database  was  transferred 
to  a  new  computer  software 
program.  Following  this  transfer, 
your  name  and  mailing  address 

may  need  minor  correction. 
Please  send  changes  to  Martha 
Valleriani  at  the  address  above, 
call  her  at  978/524-1858, 
or  email  her  at 
mvalleriani@ttor.org 


The  Blue  Steps,  Naumkeag. 


Naumkeag,  Stockbridge  PLACES! 

Naumkeag  has  been  the  site  of  some  of  the  most  exciting  historic  preservation 
work  The  Trustees  has  undertaken  in  recent  years.  Topping  the  list  is  the 
restoration  of  the  dining  room's  tin  leafed  ceiling  paper,  furniture,  and  wood 
paneling  as  well  as  the  Chinese  Garden.  If  you've  never  been  to  Naumkeag  or  have 
not  returned  in  many  years,  now  is  a  great  time  to 
visit.  Come  see  what  we  have  done! 

Designed  by  Stanford  White  in  1885, 
Naumkeag's  shingle-style  mansion  was 
the  summer  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Hodges  Choate  who  began 
summering  in  Stockbridge  in  the  1870s.  Mr.  Choate  (1832-1917)  was  a  prominent  New 
York  Attorney  and  served  between  1899  and  1905  in  England  as  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the 
Court  of  St.  James.  The  house  consists  of  26  rooms  filled  with  furniture,  ceramics,  and 
artwork  collected  from  Europe,  the  Far  East,  and  America. 

Naumkeag  is  also  famous  for  its  eight  acres  of  terraced  gardens  and  landscaped 
grounds  and  their  surrounding  40  acres  of  woodland,  meadow,  and  pasture  which  stretch 
down  into  the  Housatonic  River  Valley.  The  gardens  and  landscaped  grounds  were  first 
designed  in  the  late  1880s  by  Nathan  Barrett  and  transformed  and  expanded  over  the 
course  of  thirty  years  by  Fletcher  Steele.  The  landscape  is  divided  into  separate  themed  areas 
including  The  Afternoon  Garden,  Tree  Peony  Terrace,  Rose  Garden,  Evergreen  Garden,  Chinese 
Garden,  Arborvitae  Walk,  Linden  Walk,  and  Oak  Lawn.  Perhaps  the  most  famous  feature  of  the 
landscape  is  the  Blue  Steps,  a  series  of  deep  blue  fountain  pools  flanked  by  four  flights  of  stairs  descending 
a  hillside  and  overhung  by  birch  trees.  For  more  information,  call  413/298-3239  or  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.thetrustees.org.  Please  tell  us  about  your  favorite  day  trip  to  one  of  our  82  reservations!  We'll  highlight  it  here  in  Special  Places. 
Mail  to:  Editor,  Special  Places,  Headquarters,  Long  Hill,  572  Essex  Street,  Beverly,  MA  01915-1530  or  email  us  at  cmdept@ttor.org  <£~ 


We  were  recently 
honored  by  the  American  Society 
of  Landscape  Architects  which 
awarded  its  Centennial  Medallion  Award  to 
The  Trustees  for  our  stewardship  of  the 
landscape  at  Naumkeag.  The  award 
recognizes  landscapes  which  have  enriched 

the  lives  of  America's  people  and  contri- 
buted to  our  country's  beauty,  history  and1 
culture.  Naumkeag  joins  only  350  other 
landscapes  around  the  country 
which  have  received  this  award 
since  its  inception. 


